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Alonzo Swann, Jr., Charles Swisher, Zenon
Lukosius, Marion Brzezinski, Walter O’Keefe,
and Douglas Dettman.

Stanley Bliznik of Highland, Indiana, is a
World War II Veteran of the United States
Army. He served our country from October 7,
1941 to July 31, 1945 as a member of the
Army’s 20th Combat Engineer Battalion.
Eliseo Castaneda of East Chicago, Indiana, is
a United States Marine Corps Veteran. He en-
listed in the Marines in July of 1948 and was
discharged July, 1952. He arrived in Pusan,
Korea the first day of September 1950 and
participated in the Pusan Perimeter action, the
battle of Kimpo Air Field, and the battle secur-
ing Seoul, South Korea. Serving in the Navy
during World War II, Alonzo Swann, Jr., of
Gary, Indiana is a fine example of one of our
American heroes. He received the Victory
Medal, American Theater Medal, Purple Heart,
Bronze Star Combat V, Asiatic Pacific Medal
three stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon two
stars, and the Navy Cross for his dedicated
military service. Additionally, Charles Swisher
of Crown Point, Indiana, served in the United
States Army during World War II on the battle-
field in France. He served as a member of the
976th Field Artillery Battalion. Zenon Lukosius
of South Holland, Illinois, courageously served
our country during World War II. As a member
of the United States Navy, Lukosius defended
against enemy planes, helped bombard
enemy shores, and was involved in the cap-
ture of enemy submarines. Marion Brzezinski
of Highland, Indiana, served in the United
States Army until he was discharged in Sep-
tember of 1945. In 1944, during the Invasion
of the Rhineland, he was taken prisoner by
the Nazis two days before Christmas and was
liberated on April 29, 1945 by the American
Forces. After twenty-seven years of faithful
service, Walter O’Keefe was discharged from
the United States Marine Corps with the rank
of 1st Sergeant. O’Keefe hails from Dolton, Illi-
nois where he is a father of three, grandfather
of six, and has four great-grandchildren. Doug-
las Dettman resides in Schererville, Indiana,
and served in the United States Army during
the Vietnam conflict. Dettman received the
Good Conduct Medal, Combat Medic Badge,
Purple Heart, Vietnam Gallantry Cross with
Silver Star, Distinguished Service Cross, and
the Silver Cross for his valorous actions as a
medical aid man.

The great sacrifice made by these eight
men and those who served our country has
resulted in the freedom and prosperity of our
country and in countries around the world. The
responsibility rests within each of us to build
upon the valiant efforts that these men and
women who fought for this country have dis-
played, so that the United States and the
world will be a more free and prosperous
place. To properly honor the heroism of our
troops, we must make the most of our free-
dom secured by their efforts.

In addition to the eight veterans who are to
be honored at this patriotic celebration, I
would also like to commend all of those who
served this country for their bravery, courage,
and undying commitment to patriotism and de-
mocracy. May God bless them all.

We will forever be indebted to our veterans
and their families for the sacrifices they made
so that we can enjoy our freedom. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that you and my colleagues join me
in saluting these eight men and the other vet-
erans who have fought for our great country.

WELCOMING THE 1999 AEA
CLASSIC TO SAN DIEGO

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 9, 1999

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize the industry, finance and
media participants in the 1999 American Elec-
tronics Association (AEA) ‘‘Classic,’’ an annual
meeting linking high-tech industry leaders, en-
trepreneurs and financial partners that is being
held this week in San Diego, California.

It is my great honor to represent one of the
nation’s most ‘‘wired’’ congressional districts.
Within an hour’s drive of the AEA Classic
gathering lies the entire 51st Congressional
District that I represent. It is also home to the
global capital of wireless telecommunications,
exemplified by firms such as Qualcomm,
Ericsson, Motorola and, very soon, Nokia. We
are also home to leading participants in the
PC and electronics industries, including Gate-
way, Hewlett-Packard, Sony and others. Major
software firms like Peregrine Systems, Intuit
and Stac, integrated solutions providers like
SAIC, and technologically advanced national
security industry employers like TRW, Titan,
Cubic, Orincon, CSC, Jaycor, General Atomics
and many others, all have either headquarters
or major presences in San Diego County.

I have seen the future, and it is made in
San Diego in more ways than one.

Our leading technology employers have two
things in common: leading-edge ideas, backed
with sufficient financing to get them to market
and to prepare them for the markets of the fu-
ture. This principle, bringing great ideas to-
gether with the business know-how and the fi-
nancing necessary to make them succeed, is
the motivating purpose for the annual AEA
Classic.

The jobs and economic opportunities of the
future are being made today at meetings like
the AEA Classic, in San Diego today. They
are not being created by the government or by
regulators or by bureaucrats, but by entre-
preneurs with dreams, and by people with re-
sources to make these dreams real. To en-
sure that these innovations keep coming, I be-
lieve that we need to work together to improve
education in every community for every per-
son. And we need to keep the long, taxing
arm of the federal government out of the way.

The AEA Classic meeting in San Diego de-
serves Members’ attention, because their next
purchase, their constituents’ next job, or the
technology for their next phone call may well
depend on its success. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, for permitting me to take note of a major
force in the development of America’s dy-
namic high-tech industry.
f

IN OBSERVANCE OF DUTCH
AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 17, 1776, a small American warship, the
Andrew Doria, sailed into the harbor of the is-
land of Saint Eustatius in the West Indies,

which is a colony of the Netherlands. Only
four months before, the United States had de-
clared its independence from Great Britain.
The American crew was delighted when the
island’s governor, Johannes DeGraaf, ordered
that his fort’s cannons be fired in a friendly sa-
lute. As this was first-ever military salute given
by a foreign power to the flag of the United
States, it was a risky and courageous act. The
British seized the island a few years later.
DeGraaf’s welcoming salute was a sign of re-
spect, and today it continues to symbolize the
deep ties of friendship that exist between the
United States and the Netherlands.

After more than 200 years, the bonds be-
tween the United States and the Netherlands
remain strong. Our diplomatic ties, in fact,
constitute one of our longest unbroken diplo-
matic relationships with any foreign country.
Fifty years ago, during the Second World War,
American and Dutch men and women fought
side by side to defend the cause of freedom
and democracy. As NATO allies, we have
continued to stand together to keep the trans-
atlantic partnership strong and to maintain the
peace and security of Europe. In the Persian
Gulf we joined as coalition partners to repel
aggression and to uphold the rule of law.

While the ties between the United States
and the Netherlands have been tested by time
and by the crucible of armed conflict, Dutch-
American heritage is even older than our offi-
cial relationship. It dates back to the early 17th
century, when the Dutch West Indies Com-
pany founded New Netherland and its main
settlements, New Amsterdam and Fort Or-
ange—today known as New York City and Al-
bany. From the earliest days of our Republic,
men and women of Dutch ancestry have
made important contributions to American his-
tory and culture. The influence of our Dutch
ancestors can still be seen not only in New
York’s Hudson River Valley but also in com-
munities like Holland, Michigan; Pella, Iowa;
Lyden, Washington; and Bellflower, Cali-
fornia—where many people trace their roots to
settlers from the Netherlands.

Generations of Dutch immigrants have en-
riched the United States with the unique cus-
toms and traditions of their ancestral home-
land—a country that has given the world great
artists and celebrated philosophers.

On this occasion, we also remember many
celebrated American leaders of Dutch de-
scent. At least three presidents, Martin
VanBuren, Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin
D. Roosevelt, came from Dutch stock. Our
Dutch heritage is seen not only in our people
but also in our experience as a nation. Our
traditions of religious freedom and tolerance,
for example, have spiritual and legal roots
among such early settlers as the English Pil-
grims and the French Huguenots, who first
found refuge from persecution in Holland. The
Dutch Republic was among those systems of
government that inspired out nation’s Found-
ers as they shaped our Constitution.

In celebrating of the long-standing friendship
that exists between the United States and the
Netherlands, and in recognition of the many
contributions that Dutch Americans have made
to our country, we observe Dutch American
Heritage day on November 16. I salute the
more than 8 million Americans of Dutch de-
scent and the 16 million people of the Nether-
lands in celebration of this joyous occasion
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